The emergence of Encoded Archival Description (EAD) has led to increased access to primary source materials such as personal and corporate papers, and government archives. Though initially developed to electronically encode such paper-based archives, EAD is now being explored as a tool for cataloging large collections of primary source visual materials, such as photographs and works of art, and making them accessible on the internet. The Honeyman Collection Digital Archive project, carried out by The Bancroft Library at the University of California at Berkeley, was one of the first large collections of primary source visual materials to be fully cataloged and encoded using EAD. In cataloging the collection, the project sought to incorporate cross-community descriptive standards and practices, as well as providing highly detailed records for each item in the collection. This paper will describe that project and the standards that were employed. The resulting digital archive has demonstrated that EAD is a viable option for handling large collections of primary source visual materials, and that implementation of shared standards and practices is possible and can move us closer to the goal of improved access.
Introduction
Archives, special libraries, and museums hold important primary source materials such as paintings, drawings, photographs, prints, and other visual media. In the past, access to these materials has been limited both physically, because of their location, value, or fragility; and intellectually, because of inadequate availability of records or documentation. While libraries have developed structured rules for cataloging printed materials, these rules did not fully address the particular needs of pictorial collections. Museums, on the other hand, have developed great expertise in describing their unique holdings, but these practices have tended to be somewhat idiosyncratic because of the diverse nature of individual museums and their collections. Even with the emergence of online catalogs, web accessible collections, and improved information searching and navigation, access has remained limited due to a lack of standardized approaches and integrated modes of access. This paper is based in part on a talk "The Use of Descriptive Standards and Thesauri for Intellectual Access: The Honeyman Collection Digital Archive" delivered during the 1999 VRA Annual Conference and published in VRA Bulletin, Summer, 1999. With the advent of new digital technologies, we are beginning to address some of these issues and attempting to find better ways to describe and present these materials in an online environment. One of the most significant recent developments within the archival community has been the creation of Encoded Archival Description 1 (EAD), a standard that uses content-specific SGML (Standardized Generalized Mark-up Language) tagging to present archival finding aids in a webaccessible form. EAD has been successfully implemented by archives and research libraries across the country to provide integrated online access to thousands of unique manuscript collections. 2 Following on this, numerous cross-institutional projects are now being undertaken which are looking at the feasibility of applying the same approach to primary source visual collections held by archives, museums, and other cultural heritage institutions.
This paper will describe one of those projects, the Honeyman Collection Digital Archive 3 project, which was recently completed by The Bancroft Library of the University of California at Berkeley. The goal of this project was to create an online EAD finding aid for one of the Bancroft's premier pictorial collections, The Robert B. Honeyman, Jr. Collection of Early Californian and Western American Pictorial Material. The Honeyman collection primarily consists of original paintings, drawings and prints and therefore represents not only an archival pictorial collection but also constitutes a "museum-type" collection. For this reason, the project looked not only to libraries and archives, but also to the museum and visual resources communities for descriptive standards and practices in planning for and carrying out the project. In doing this, the Honeyman Collection Digital Archive became one of the first EAD projects to incorporate cross-community standards for a pictorial collection within the item-level description of an archival finding aid. In addition, the project was among the first to apply vocabulary and authority control within item records and to incorporate general museum practice for display of descriptive information in an online finding aid record. As this paper will hope to demonstrate, the Honeyman project sought to develop a standardized approach that would use descriptive practices developed in both the library and museum communities. It is hoped that by combining our strengths and addressing commonalities between our primary source collections, we will move closer to the goal of improved access.
Access Projects and The Bancroft Library Pictorial Collection
The development of EAD as a method of electronically encoding finding aids has been a significant advance for primary source collections access. Traditionally, in describing archival collections, archivists relied on the principles of original order and provenance. In a finding aid these principles are manifest in the inclusion of collection level information, such as biographical history of the collector, proven-
